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Abstract 
This paper compares offline and online petition signing in Australia, to examine 
whether online forms of political activity can mobilise citizens who would otherwise 
not participate. Using data from the 2010 Australian Election Study and a model of 
civic voluntarism comprising online and offline resources, the study presents several 
unexpected findings. First, women are significantly more likely than men to sign both 
written and e-petitions, and this will likely continue with the increasing circulation of e-
petitions and corresponding decline in written petitions. Second, Australians from a 
non-English speaking background are underrepresented in written petition signing but 
not e-petition signing. While civic skills gained in the workplace and voluntary 
organisations positively predict both forms of petition signing, language, gender and 
income do not constitute barriers to e-petition signing. This study contributes to 
emerging evidence the internet can mobilise traditionally underrepresented groups to 
participate in political activity. 
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Money	 	 	 	 	
Household	income		 9.34	(5.82)	 11.26	(5.91)	 13.41	(5.60)	 12.46	(5.49)**	
Time	 	 	 	 	
Time	to	self	 7.88	(6.53)	 		6.30	(6.09)	 		6.20	(5.65)	 					6.31	
(10.73)**	
Time	spent	on	internet	 4.12	(2.60)	 		4.98	(2.29)	 		6.66	(0.96)	 			6.47	(1.05)**	
Employment	status	 3.89	(2.56)	 		4.40	(2.47)	 		5.03	(2.28)	 			5.14	(2.04)**	
Civic	skills	 	 	 	 	
Educational	attainment	 2.81	(1.99)	 		3.49	(2.18)	 		4.02	(2.24)	 		4.18	(2.29)**	
Born	in	English-
speaking	country	
		.70	(0.46)	 				.82	(0.39)	 				.67	(0.47)	 				.80	(0.40)**	
Membership	of	non-
political	organisations	
		.36	(0.66)	 				.58	(0.80)	 				.62	(0.96)	 				.70	(0.90)**	
Job	skills	 1.10	(1.42)	 		1.73	(1.53)	 		1.56	(1.52)	 			2.02	(1.53)**	
Internet	skills	 1.13	(1.29)	 		1.67	(1.33)	 		2.83	(1.10)	 			2.69	(0.97)**	
Engagement	 	 	 	 	
Interest	in	politics	 						3.16	(0.79)	 3.20	(.77)	 			3.16	(0.87)	 						3.24	(0.79)	
Political	knowledge	 						2.28	(1.81)	 		2.84	(1.73)	 		2.62	(1.77)	 					2.98	(1.68)**	
Controls	 	 	 	 	
Female	 			.51	(0.50)	 				.50	(0.50)	 					.47	(0.50)	 						.68	(0.47)**	





	 	 B	 SE	 Exp(B)	
Money	 	 	 	
Household	income	 	-.029*	 .013	 0.972	
Time	 	 	 	
Frequency	of	internet	use	 		.482**	 .082	 1.620	
Hours	to	self	 		.012	 .008	 1.012	
Civic	skills	 	 	 	
Educational	attainment	 		.080*	 .031	 1.083	
Born	in	English-speaking	country	 		.067	 .173	 0.935	
Organisational	memberships	 		.273**	 .083	 1.314	
Job	skills	 		.031	 .049	 1.032	
Internet	skills	 		.356**	 .074	 1.428	
Controls	 	 	 	
Age	 -.015**	 .005	 0.985	
Female	 		.791**	 .132	 2.205	
	 	 	 	
Constant	 			-5.944	 .657	 	
Χ2	 357.271	 	 	
-2	log	likelihood	 				1517.282	 	 	





	 	 B	 SE	 Exp(B)	
Money	 	 	 	
Household	income	 -.029**	 .010	 0.972	
Time	 	 	 	
Frequency	of	internet	use	 .044	 .036	 1.045	
Hours	to	self	 -.005	 .007	 0.995	
Civic	skills	 	 	 	
Educational	attainment	 .047*	 .025	 1.048	
Born	in	English-speaking	country	 .474**	 .127	 1.606	
Organisational	memberships	 .218**	 .071	 1.244	
Job	skills	 .123**	 .038	 1.131	
Internet	skills	 .235**	 .057	 1.264	
Controls	 	 	 	
Age	 .007*	 .004	 1.007	
	Female	 .424**	 .099	 1.528	
	 	 	 	
Constant	 -2.393	 .363	 	
Χ2	 148.914	 	 	
-2	log	likelihood	 2391.268	 	 	
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